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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MILL NATO, OR, XF, XG, XI 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED NATO STUDY OF IMPLICATIONS OF 

REOPENING THE SUEZ CANAL 

REF: USNATO 6623 

1. CONCUR WITH REASONING REFTEL THAT US SHOULD COOPERATE IN 
POLITICAL COMMITTEE TO STUDY IMPLICATIONS OF THE PROSPEC- 
TIVE REOPENING OF THE SUEZ CANAL. 
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2. WE BELIEVE THE SECRETARIAT MIGHT USEFULLY FOLLOW THE 
GENERAL OUTLINE AND SCOPE OF SNIE 30-74 FOR ITS STUDY, 
PERHAPS GIVING SOMEWHAT GREATER EMPHASIS TO THE MILITARY 
IMPLICATIONS FOR BOTH OUR NATO ALLIES AND FOR THE USSR. 

3. WITH RESPECT TO A US CONTRIBUTION TO SUCH A STUDY, WE 
WILL SEEK PERMISSION TO RELEASE A SANITIZED VERSION OF 
SNIE 30-74 TO MEMBERS OF THE NATO STAFF WHO WILL BE 
WORKING ON THE PAPER AND TO APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS OF OTHER 
MISSIONS. IN SEEKING AUTHORITY TO MAKE THE SNIE AVAILABLE, 
WE WILL NEED TO KNOW THE IDENTIFY OF THOSE OFFICIALS TO 
WHOM YOU WOULD PROPOSE TO GIVE COPIES OF THE DOCUMENT. 
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